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Last month we talked about 

the importance of small 

groups and discipleship 

opportunities in the life of 

the church. I cannot over-

stress how critical this is to a 

person’s spiritual develop-

ment. It is easy to look at our 

spiritual life and be merely 

“satisfied.” 

This is the case when we 

experience the feeling of 

“getting by” in our relation-

ship with God. Things aren’t 

going poorly, but they also 

aren’t going great. To go this 

journey alone, wandering 

through life’s questions and 

struggles without faithful 

friends to guide and support 

you, is to oftentimes miss 

out on God’s best for your 

life. 

If we settle for a mediocre 

version of the life that Jesus 

promises, it is easy for us to 

begin to believe that the life 

God offers bares little resem-

blance to the life we’ve 

always wanted. To surround 

yourself with Christian 

brothers and sisters, who 

can both encourage you in 

the hard times and celebrate 

with you in the good times, 

is to have more than just 

camaraderie—it is to have 

people who help you see 

what you’re not seeing in 

God’s Word for your life.

I want to suggest that you 

reflect upon the natural 

growth cycle of a plant and 

consider where you can 

most clearly see yourself and 

your spiritual life. Jesus 

spoke about the various 

types of soil in which we 

find ourselves in His parable 

of the sower (Mark 13:1-23). 

For the sake of this article, I 

want us to operate under the 

assumption that we are all 

given the chance to grow in 

good soil. The four stages of 

growth include 1) Seed, 2) 

Sprout, 3) Seedling, and 

4) Mature Plant. As you read 

through my descriptions of 

each of these stages, I want 

you to consider not only 

where you find yourself 

now, but how long you’ve 

been there and what you’d 

like to grow into.

A natural growth cycle

Seed 

At this stage, we are filled 

with a lot of potential. 

We have every-

thing we 

need to produce results in 

great numbers, but only after 

we die to ourselves and let that 

life grow in and out of us. A 

seed is only as good as its abil-

ity to break out of its shell and 

allow itself to become some-

thing new. 

Many churchgoers are seeds 

that have yet to be planted 

and experience germination. 

The beauty of being in the 

seed stage is that your whole 

life is before you, and the 

content and promise of that 

new life is something of an 

exciting mystery. 

Sprout

As a sprout, you have taken 

that first, initial step 

toward 

spiritual 

growth but are still very 

(See “Pastor” on page 2)

I want to suggest that you reflect 

upon the natural growth cycle of 

a plant and consider where you 

can most clearly see yourself and 

your spiritual life.

“

”
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fragile and in need of consis-

tent care. Far from firmly 

rooted in the good soil, the 

spiritual life of a sprout is 

tenuous, fragile but growing 

stronger. It is critical at this 

stage that the sprout be sup-

ported and cared for with 

the right balance of spiritual 

food and water. A sprout 

can handle spiritual guid-

ance and direction in a vari-

ety of different ways, and it 

is important not to under or 

over nourish at this point in 

growth. Knowing how to 

care for a sprout requires 

wisdom and experience.

Seedling

This is a stage of growth that 

is both exciting and encour-

aging to others. When we 

buy plants from a store or 

nursery, we typically buy 

seedlings because they are 

established in good soil and 

almost ready to start produc-

ing fruit. A seedling is still 

immature in some ways, not 

quite ready to produce fruit, 

but it begins to grow very 

quickly, strengthening both 

its roots and its stalk and 

enlarging its leaf surface. 

As a seedling progresses 

towards becoming a 

mature plant, it 

shows 

signs of physical and 

spiritual strength. It pre-

pares itself for times of 

extreme heat and drought 

by storing nutrients and 

water, unlike the sprout that 

is very vulnerable in times of 

trouble. The seedling is a 

symbol of strength in the 

present and hope for the 

future. 

The danger for the seedling 

comes when it refuses the 

care and pruning that are 

required to move on toward 

fruitfulness. If a seedling 

refuses the care of the Gar-

dener, it is likely to remain a 

relatively healthy plant, but 

never progress to the point 

of producing fruit, which is 

the central purpose of plant-

ing the seed in the first place.

Mature plant 

The final and most fulfilling 

stage of spiritual 

growth is to be a 

mature plant, 

seeing 

yourself 

produce fruit and also 

reproducing yourself in oth-

ers. This is the stage where a 

plant creates the means for 

spreading more seeds, expo-

nentially increasing its 

chances to create more 

plants. In the spiritual life, 

this is the stage where we see 

God working in and through 

everything that we do, in 

our work, family, and per-

sonal lives. 

When we reach this point, 

we understand that each of 

the previous stages was crit-

ical to our current position of 

fruitfulness, and we are 

more aware of and sensitive 

to these stages in others. To 

be a mature plant is not only 

to produce fruit, but to see 

and understand the poten-

tial in every seed that we 

come across.

(“Pastor,” from page 1) If you’re reading this month’s 

article, there’s a good chance 

you also read the article from 

last month. Has God put it on 

your heart to start or find a 

small group to be a part of? If 

so, then you are starting on the 

path towards spiritual matu-

rity. Small groups can take any 

form as God’s people gather 

together to study, pray, work, 

and live together in ways that 

bind people together. 

As you’re reading this, God 

might be giving you a vision 

for a new and exciting way to 

bind people together in a com-

munity of growth and encour-

agement. Your creativity and 

willingness to form a group 

might just be the water and 

nourishment that some of the 

seeds and sprouts all around 

us need to begin producing 

fruit. Please pray about this 

small group initiative at our 

church and set up a time to 

speak with me to receive 

encouragement and any 

needed direction or materials. 

Nourished in community,
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Who?

You, your family, and your 

friends!

Where?

Providence Presbyterian, of 

course!

When?

Sunday, June 6–Thursday, 

June 10.

Why?

Food, fun, fellowship, 

friends, and finding out 

more about God’s word.

Sunday, June 6

� Bible point: God’s word 

is true.

� Bible story: God frees 

Peter from prison (Acts 

12:1-19)

� Bible verse: “But you are 

near O Lord, and all your 

commandments are true.” 

(Psalms 119:151)

Monday, June 7

� Bible point: God’s word 

is comforting.

� Bible story: God con-

fronts Paul in a storm at 

sea (Acts 27)

� Bible verse: “Your prom-

ise revives me; it comforts 

me in all my troubles.” 

(Psalms 119:50)

Tuesday, June 8

� Bible point: God’s word 

is surprising.

� Bible story: Paul survives 

a bite by a poisonous 

snake (Acts 28:1-10)

� Bible verse: “Open my 

eyes to see the wonderful 

truths in your instruc-

tions.” (Psalms 119:18)

Wednesday, June 9

� Bible point: God’s word 

is life-changing.

� Bible story: Peter and 

John teach about Jesus 

(Acts 3:1-4:12)

� Bible verse: “Give me life 

through your word.” 

(Psalms 119:37)

Thursday, June 10

� Bible point: God’s word 

is for everyone.

� Bible story: The commu-

nity of believers share 

(Acts 2:42-47)

� Bible verse: “Your faith-

fulness extends to every 

generation, as enduring as 

the earth you created.” 

(Psalms 119:90)

vacation 
bible  school

Who will you meet on the High Seas?

Rat Dolphin

Penguin Monkey Spider
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Homeless 

outreach—

now serving

By Linda Payne

Our homeless outreach 

group will be serving up 

lunch and fellowship at two 

different venues this month. 

On Tuesday, May 4, we will 

be serving lunch at Faith by 

Works in Grand Bay, and on 

Memorial Day, Monday, 

May 31, we will serve lunch 

and lead some fun and 

fellowship activities at the 

15 Place daycenter down-

town. If you can join us to 

help cook, serve the meal, or 

simply visit with the partici-

pants, please contact Linda 

Payne (660-8565). 

We will be reassessing our 

needs for distributions to 

homeless communities in 

parks and on the streets this 

summer, so keep us in mind. 

Backpacks or duffle bags are 

very much appreciated. We 

also need hotel or sample-

sized toiletries. You can either 

make your own little packets 

in zip-lock bags or turn in indi-

vidual toiletries for us to bag 

up. Cases of bottled water will 

be an important part of our 

summer outreach. 

And, finally, we can always 

use donations of cash for food 

and sundries. 15 Place works 

off matching grants, so cash 

donations can actually be mul-

tiplied by 5. You can give 

through us, or check out their 

web site www.15place.org.

Thank you

Thank you for contribut-

ing to 15 Place’s BUCK 

UP campaign at Provi-

dence. We raised $74.10 

at Providence, which 

15 Place can turn into 

$370.50 through match-

ing funds.

Melodie Garner turned 

the money over to 

15 Place during the last 

week of April.

M�I�S�S�I�O�N

Fundraising update

Chili cookoff—Saturday, 

May 1

It’s not too late to sign up. Just 

contact Nedra Bloom, Liz 

Gross, or Pastor Mark. 

John Curtis Andrews and the 

Davidson Warriors were last 

year’s Golden Spoon winners. 

Can YOU take this prestigious 

title away from them this 

year?

Yard sale and car wash—

Saturday, May 8

We couldn’t make the rain go 

away—so we rescheduled the 

youth yard sale and car wash 

for Saturday May 8. Just 

think—more time to donate 

your treasures! Just leave 

them in Room #1.

Still to come . . .

� Sunday, May 9—Bake 

Sale

� Sunday, May 23—Bake 

Sale

� Sunday, June 6—Bake 

Sale

All Bake Sales occur 

immediately after worship 

service.

Thank you for helping our 

youth raise funds for their 

mission trip to Austin this 

summer.

Youth

Will they keep the title this year? 2009 Golden Spoon winners 

(L-R) Bethany Andrews, James Rhea, Bishop Golden, John Curtis 

Andrews (team captain), Jacob Schuhmann, Brittany Hamilton, 

Meg Hannon, and Leah Andrews.
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The final thirteen

By Mary Mastrangelo, 

Worship Elder

Yes, we are at the point of 

finishing up with the 36 

Christian Ways to Reduce 

Stress. So many of them are 

just common sense. But 

when under stress, it takes 

thought/effort/resolve to 

put a “stress reducer” into 

play. In fact, it probably 

takes practice before it feels 

like it is working. 

Here are the final 13:

24. Make friends with Godly 

people.

25. Keep a folder of favorite 

scriptures on hand.

26. Remember the shortest 

bridge between despair 

and hope is often a good 

“Thank you, Jesus.”

27. Laugh.

28. Laugh some more.

29. Take your work seri-

ously, but not yourself at 

all.

30. Develop a forgiving atti-

tude (most people are 

doing the best they can).

31. Be kind to unkind people 

(they probably need it 

the most).

32. Sit on your ego.

33. Talk less; listen more.

34. Slow down.

35. Remind yourself that 

you are not the general 

manager of the universe.

36. Every night before bed, 

think of one thing you’re 

grateful for that you’ve 

never been grateful for 

before. GOD HAS A 

WAY OF TURNING 

THINGS AROUND FOR 

YOU. “If God is for us, 

who can be against us?” 

(Romans 8:31).

With 36 items to choose 

from, I pray we all can find a 

few that guide us daily. Cou-

pled with prayer and reli-

ance on a loving God, it will 

work. 

Thank you to our 

“Providencial” 

ushers

The Worship Team is 

sending a public “thank 

you” to all the folks who 

are on the job each Sun-

day, handing out the bul-

letins, collecting the 

offering, and tidying up 

the sanctuary after service. 

There are also other duties 

they perform, but these 

are the most noticeable. 

With the most recent 

additions of Marlene and 

Les Taylor and Debbie 

Purvis, there are 14 mem-

bers who keep the ball 

rolling, so to speak. 

Here are the folks: Bill 

Berry, Buck Bolton, Betty 

Blakeman, Gene 

Crossley, Al Drinovsky, 

Tom Fletcher, Michelle 

Nall, Debbie Purvis, Don 

Purvis, Aggie Roebuck, 

Joan Rommes, Marlene 

Taylor, Les Taylor, and 

Jerry Williams. 

Add two more who pick 

up duties on the fifth Sun-

days, Larry Montjoy and 

Sharon Smith, and you 

have a great group of 

“Sunday Servants.” 

W
orship Team

from the

MORE CHRISTIAN WAYS 

TO REDUCE STRESS

News

 from the pews

Ken Gadomski is scenic 

artist for South Pacific 

at Chickasaw Civic Theatre. 

Performances will be May 

21, 22, 23, 28, 29, and 30.

Frankie Garner was selected 

for the Mobile County 

Honor Choir. The group 

performed at the Mitchell 

Center on April 20.

James Hacker has been 

nominated for membership 

in the Alabama Ambassa-

dors of Music 2011 Euro-

pean Concert Tour.

Amanda Neal held her Jun-

ior Voice Recital at St. 

Charles Baptist Church in 

New Orleans on April 22.

Myra Roebuck was recently 

awarded membership in the 

National Honor Society and 

the National English Honor 

Society.
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Book reviews by Ken Shaw

Transforming 

your Church 

with Ministry 

Teams

By E. Stanley Ott

Ott is a pastor who 

experienced a small 

team that ministered 

to street kids from a storefront. It was 

run by a group of high school and col-

lege students who were committed to 

build up each other as well as winning 

the kids for Christ. 

From this experience, Ott felt a similar 

team could be applicable in churches. 

He believes a team would promote fel-

lowship and mutual support as well as 

promote leadership skills and interper-

sonal ministries. Ott contends that a 

team-oriented congregation would 

direct its efforts in a program such as 

an after-school helps program. The key 

is for a congregation to be similar to the 

students he first encountered. 

A better plan than trying to motivate 

participation is to begin with a minis-

try and provide direction and support 

for those interested.

God Isn’t Done with Me 

Yet

By Mary Rose McGready

McGeady has writ-

ten 21 letters to 

friends in which she 

tells about street 

kids. These make up 

the book’s chapters. 

She writes as the 

director of Covenant 

House, which is a 

walk-in Catholic 

rescue center for street kids in New 

York. Sister, as she is called, says that 

25,000 kids are homeless in our country 

and that was from 17 years ago when 

the book was published. The stories are 

disturbing as they related unreason-

able ways to treat children.

The purpose of the book is to sensitize 

the reader of the reality of homeless 

kids with the goal of soliciting funds 

for her ministry. Its value is to those 

who have empathy for hurting kids to 

support whatever agency is attempting 

to meet their needs.

Tramp For The Lord

By Corrie Ten Boom

Although the book is said to be a 

sequel to the popular 

book entitled The 

Hiding Place, it 

begins with recalling 

her experiences at 

Ravensbruck, a Ger-

man concentration 

camp in Germany. 

After being released, 

she writes of follow-

ing Christ’s call to tell 

of His love and for-

giveness to the world. One critical 

moment in her dependence on the 

Spirit for strength was to shake hands 

with a former abusive guard though he 

had became a Christian. The book 

chronicles her often threatening expe-

riences as she followed God’s direction 

to yet another country. This book 

speaks of her self-denial as she accepts 

life’s hardship as a means to build her 

trust and obedience to God.

This inspirational work reminds us 

that giants in the faith do not grow 

overnight. We have to follow the light 

we have each day. This is a great faith 

builder, that once read, would be a 

great gift. 

Faith and Lessons on the 

Life and Ministry of the 

Messiah

By Ray Vander Laan, That the 

World May Know Ministries, and 

Focus on the Family

This is called a partici-

pant’s guide as there 

are places for the 

reader to respond to 

questions. This work is 

to provide information 

on the cultural context 

of the Biblical narra-

tives. Discussions are 

on why God chose a 

particular people, place, and time to 

declare his will to the world. 

Sessions, not called chapters, assumes 

that the reader has access to accompany-

ing videos. Session One is entitled, “In 

the Shadow of Herod” and begins with 

questions followed by pictures, graphs, 

charts, and maps of Herod’s buildings 

and rule. The life and times of Jesus are 

explained from an Easterner’s view of 

the world. The rest of the sessions take 

up issues related to Jesus’ culture.

This is a work for Biblical scholars who 

could find most of the information avail-

able in Bible encyclopedias. The ques-

tions are helpful in that they promote 

reflection on Jesus’ everyday life.

Practicing Discernment 

with Youth

By David F. White

This work is part of 

“Youth Ministry Alter-

natives” series by Pil-

grim Press. The book’s 

eight chapters are 

(See “Library” on page 18)
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can’t escape 

the guilt I feel

the Love I murdered 

was oh so real

that precious substance

slipped down his side,

poured over me while

tears I cried

“my bloody hands

should have loved you

bloody hands

that should have tried

yet I’m to blame

you bore my shame my

bloody hands caused you to 

die”

my soul was quaking

His body shaking and

He gave his last breath for 

me

on a blood-soaked tree...

Oh the love of Calvary. 

washed his hands in front of 

the crowd. “I am innocent of 

this man's blood,” he said. 

“It is your responsibility!” 

All the people answered, “Let 

his blood be on us and on our 

children!”

—Matthew 27:24-25

After reading the Scripture, 

and reflecting on our own 

culpability, a bowl contain-

ing sponges and wine col-

ored dye was passed around 

the circle. Each participant 

took a sponge, squeezed it, 

and passed the bowl to the 

next person. After the bowl 

was passed, everyone had 

the stain of Christ’s sacrifice 

symbolically represented on 

their hands. 

Theologically and conceptu-

ally, this served as the book-

end to Ash Wednesday, 

where we mark ourselves 

with an outward sign of our 

humanity and frailty prior to 

the start of Lent. The dye on 

our hands represented the 

culmination of the Lenten 

journey, as the Passion of 

Good Friday was now 

upon us. 

Please continue to meditate on 

this experience and truth by 

reading the original poetry of 

one of our members, Maria 

Weaver Gomez, who was 

present at the Maundy 

Thursday experience.

“Bloody Hands”

by Maria Weaver Gomez

revolution finalized

blood solution

I realized

it all happened

because of me

that fateful day

in history.

the earth was quaking

the sky was shaking

his heart was breaking

I caused Him to die

because my life was a lie.

By Pastor Mark Renn

The Maundy Thursday ser-

vice at Providence is 

designed to be a challenging 

and engaging journey into 

the events of Jesus’ last night 

before His passion. 

We broke the bread and 

drank the wine, we washed 

each other’s feet, and we 

concluded the night around 

a campfire, meditating on 

the reality that because of 

our sin, we all have Christ's 

blood on our hands. 

It is easy to blame Pilate, or 

the Romans, or the Jews 

when in reality it was our sin 

and God’s love that led Jesus 

to the cross. We experienced 

the reality of the passage 

where Pilate washes his 

hands of Christ’s blood and 

the people take responsibil-

ity for His suffering:

When Pilate saw that he was 

getting nowhere, but that 

instead an uproar was start-

ing, he took water and 

REFLECTIONS ON MAUNDY THURSDAY
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By Nedra Bloom

From the very first service at 

Providence back in the fish 

market in 1989, Jud and 

Janet Lambard have been 

part of Providence. Jud 

served on the very first Ses-

sion and worked through all 

the years of planning for the 

new building.

When it was time to build, 

back in 1995 and 1996, he 

wanted to use his expertise 

to make sure that the heating 

and air conditioning system 

lasted as long as the church.

In most buildings, a fiber-

glass-type board is suitable 

for the ducts, Jud said. But 

he preferred a good metal 

duct system. 

“Hopefully, the church will 

be there in 200 years. Duct-

board won’t last 200 years,” 

Jud said. “Metal will.”

So metal it is. While the 

builders laid the foundation, 

framed the walls and raised 

the roof, Jud worked nearly 

single-handedly to install a 

first-quality air conditioning 

system. Since then, he has 

been faithful to keep it in 

working order.

Jud and Janet were attend-

ing Spring Hill Presbyterian, 

where her parents were 

members, when they 

learned that a new church 

was being formed in West 

Mobile. “We didn’t have any 

negative connotations at 

Spring Hill,” Jud said. At a 

new church, however, “we 

saw an opportunity to make 

a difference.”

Along with the Montjoys, 

Esneuls, Andersons, Bene-

fields, and several dozen 

more families, they char-

tered the new church at the 

fish market, quickly moved 

across the street to a double-

wide trailer, and when the 

church was some six years 

old, began work on today’s 

building. 

An elder from the start, Jud 

said he enjoyed his term on 

the Session, “but I wanted 

some of the newer people to 

serve also, for fresh ideas. 

We all tend to think we’ve 

got the best ideas, but that’s 

not necessarily always true.”

Pastor Mark’s idea for a 

community garden is like 

that, he said. “I wouldn’t 

have thought of that; there’s 

a fresh idea.”

Jud has been a refrigeration 

mechanic since 1962 and 

presently works as the tech-

nical service manager for the 

local Carrier distributor. 

While some folks want to vol-

unteer their services to the 

church doing something 

entirely different from what 

they do in day-to-day life, Jud 

likes the chance to practice his 

vocation for the church.

“It’s part of my contribution,” 

Jud said, “not just to the 

church, but it’s a contribution 

to the community, too. People 

see it; people come, and people 

hopefully learn more about the 

Lord by coming, and I think 

that’s a good thing.”

Who’s THAT in the 

background?

Who’s THAT in the 

background?*

*keeping us comfortable?
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By Nedra Bloom

Church music has always 

been part of Chris Duncan’s 

life. When he was a child, 

going for family outings, he 

recalls, his mother had a 

bible verse and hymn for 

every letter of the alphabet. 

On an “A” day, for example, 

they would recite “All have 

sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God” (Romans 3:23) 

and then sing “All Creatures 

of our God and King.” Next 

time they were in the car, 

they would go on to the next 

letter. 

The entire family led music 

at the Word of Grace church, 

where he learned to play 

and lead praise music. Chris, 

his sister Melody, and his 

parents all continue to lead 

worship music, but not all in 

the same church.

Chris came to Providence a 

year ago as accompanist and 

was named music director 

earlier this year. 

It would be great to have a 

bigger choir, he said, and 

he’s always encouraging 

additional members. But it’s 

not imperative to have more, 

he says, since the singers he 

has are so talented. “The 

church is a magnet for 

musicality.”

He would love to add more 

variety and hankers after a 

string quartet like the one 

his father and sister play 

with. 

It’s not just the music, he 

said. Chris enjoys working 

with Pastor Mark Renn, bat-

ting ideas back and forth 

and trying to find more and 

better ways to lead worship 

music.

“I see nothing but growth 

and amazing potential,” said 

Chris.

Although Chris spends part 

of almost every day at Prov-

idence, he also teaches gui-

tar at the University of South 

Alabama (he’s taught guitar 

since he was 14) and plays 

alone and with his sister.

Today he uses his guitar in 

worship; as a teenager, he 

said, he played a lot of elec-

tric guitar, emulating Van 

Halen and holding the gui-

tar behind his head or pluck-

ing the strings with his teeth. 

Ask him about the time he 

was showing off that tech-

nique and caught the guitar 

string on his braces.

Chris also plays profession-

ally with his sister in a duo 

they call Caravel. Their 

music might be anything 

from jazz to Broadway to 

pop rock and it might be pre-

sented at any club or coffee 

shop or restaurant around 

town. During a recent Satur-

day night gig at Serda’s cof-

fee shop in downtown 

Mobile, brother and sister 

played for four hours with-

out a break or a repeated 

song, he said.

Getting to know Music 

Director Chris Duncan

Watch his hands. Chris studied conducting under Bret Peppo at the 

University of South Alabama and learned a directing style that 

relies on hand motions rather than a baton. In addition to helping 

keep choir and musicians together, he uses his hands to signal 

entrances and show when to put on a final consonant or change from 

an “ooo” sound to an “mmm” as well as nuances of volume, tone, 

and tempo.
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Pancake breakfast youth fundraiser—April 11

Top (L-R): Joshua Andrews, Courtney Duncan, Nedra Bloom, 

Lydia Gross; Above (L-R): John Curtis Andrews, Ryan Mouner; 

Right: Lydia Gross with a pancake in mid-flip. Photos by Ken 

Gadomski.
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Top left: Ryan Mouner; Top 

right: Joshua Andrews; Above: 

Nedra Bloom; Left (L-R): 

Courtney Duncan, Chris 

Duncan, Wesley McRoy 

serving Jude Mosley, Jessi 

Gadomski
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Easter Egg Hunt—The hiding

Top left and right: 

Myra Roebuck; Above 

left: Allison Gross; 

Above (L-R): Wesley 

McRoy, Dean Gross; 

Far left: Ryan 

Mouner; Left: Lydia 

Gross
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Easter Egg Hunt—The finding

Left: Jude Mosley; Right: Matthew 

Renn; Below left (L-R): Joshua 

Andrews, Max Hannan; Below: 

Syndey Maule; Bottom right: Meg 

Hannon. Photos by Laura Anderson 

and Ken Gadomski.
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

April has been an extremely 

busy month, full of excitement 

and hard work. Sixteen new 

scouts joined the troop. Now 

think about this—16 eleven-

year-old boys full of energy 

and no method of control-

ling that energy. Nothing 

else needs to be said! 

These new scouts 

have formed the 

Tiger and 

Dragon Patrol. 

They have 

already been work-

ing on new skills, 

such as learning to fold 

the American Flag, participat-

ing in a Color Guard, whip-

ping and fusing rope, first aid, 

and much more. 

The troop had planned to 

camp at Chickasabogue Park 

during the weekend of April 

24-25, but the weather would 

not cooperate. Instead, all the 

Tiger and Dragon Patrol 

members and many of the 

Roadrunner members came 

to the church on Saturday 

and worked on numerous 

skills. They worked hard 

and mastered many skills. 

Many of the parents were in 

attendance and helped with 

instruction, others prepared 

lunch, and another parent 

did some trailer repair. 

Behind every successful 

scout is a parent or guard-

ian who provides 

support and 

encouragement. 

The Order of the 

Arrow elections were 

held in April, and the 

nine scouts elected by 

their fellow scouts include 

Adam, Alan, Andrew, Cam, 

Garrett, James G, Jonathan, 

Joseph, and Tyler. These 

scouts will participate in the 

induction ceremony called 

the “Ordeal.” This will take 

place in May at Maubila 

Scout Reservation.

One of the most satisfying 

aspects of getting new scouts 

Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update

is to watch our older scouts 

teach, mentor, and help 

them learn about the scout-

ing program. These older 

scouts develop leadership 

skills and responsibility. It is 

also great to observe these 

young and energetic new 

scouts and watch them grow 

in scouting. Many of our 

present boy leaders were 

once shy and did not want to 

take on responsibility, but 

now they are “in charge.” 

The BSA Youth Protection 

Video “A Time to Tell” will 

be shown at the troop meet-

ing on Tuesday, May 4. All 

scouts are expected to be in 

attendance, and all parents 

are strongly encouraged to 

view this video with their 

scout. A permission slip is 

required for the scout to 

watch the video.

As Scoutmaster, I appreciate 

all that the parents do to 

support their scout and the 

troop. Thank you, parents, 

for what you do. 

Top: Knot tying; Above and right: First Aid
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Crenshaw, Jerry Esneul 

(re-elected), and Ken 

Gadomski joined Curtis 

Andrews, Jud Lambard, 

Betty Montjoy, Don 

Purvis, Sharon Smith, 

Larry Williams, and 

youth elder Amy 

Crenshaw on Session.

� May 1994—An all-church 

picnic was held at the 

Coast Guard Picnic Camp-

grounds.

� May 27, 1995—Charlie 

and Wanda Hickox 

renewed and rededicated 

their wedding vows.

� May 26, 1996—Newly 

elected elders Kathy 

Damico, Ken Gadomski 

(re-elected), and Larry 

Williams joined Nedra 

Bloom, Barbara 

Fortenberry, Graham 

Hayes, Larry Montjoy, 

Lee Skillman, and Kathy 

Veland-Taylor on Session.

� May 3, 1997—Graham 

Hayes and crew assem-

bled and installed cabinets 

in the new church kitchen. 

� May 10, 1997—Clyde 

Anderson and crew sod-

ded and planted azalea 

bushes on the new church 

grounds.

� May 16–17, 1997—Lucky 

Esneul and Barbara 

Fortenberry organized a 

24-hour prayer vigil, 

which ended as the dedi-

cation of the new church 

began.

� May 17, 1997—The new 

church building was dedi-

cated.

� May 6, 1990—The 

following people were 

elected as elders: Laura 

Anderson, Kathy 

Damico, Jerry Esneul 

(Clerk), Jud Lambard, 

Paul Merrill, Betty 

Montjoy, Ken Morgan, 

Gene Roberts, and Tim 

Sowell.

� May 27, 1990—Clifton 

Moore, Tim Sowell, 

and Shellie White were 

baptized.

� May 19, 1991—The fol-

lowing people joined 

Providence: Dale and 

Cecilia Estes, Ken 

Gadomski and Linda 

Payne, Mark and Diana 

Watkins.

� May 1991—Rod and 

Linda Beukenkamp 

held a party in honor of 

Providence’s graduating 

seniors.

� May 17, 1992—Mandy 

McCleery was baptized. 

� May 23, 1992—Greg 

Czarnecki and 

Adrienne Thomas were 

married.

� May 1992—Pictures 

were taken for a picto-

rial directory.

� May 1993—Marion 

Noce donated a hand-

made afghan to raffle as 

a fundraising project for 

the youth trip to the 

National Logos confer-

ence in Colorado.

Barbara Fortenberry 

was the lucky winner.

� May 1993—Newly 

elected elders Steve 

� May 18, 1997—Vici 

Cross (now Watts) 

joined Providence 

� May 17, 1997—Myrna 

Andrews resigned as 

the nursery coordinator 

and was replaced by 

Carla Massey.

� May 17, 1998—The fol-

lowing people joined 

Providence: Julia Davis; 

Laura Edwards; Barbara 

Fitzpatrick; Benny and 

Valerie Harden; Emily 

Helms; Amanda Kelley; 

Nan, Jennifer, and Billy 

Reed; Warren and 

Naomi Turner.

� May 17, 1998—Emma 

Davis and Laura 

Edwards were baptized

� May 31, 1998—New 

elders Mary Ann 

Benefield, Dale Estes, 

and Al Drinovsky 

joined Nedra Bloom, 

Kathy Damico, Tom 

Fletcher, Ken 

Gadomski, Sharon 

Helms, and Larry 

Williams on Session.

� May 1999—Church 

secretary Dodi Berry 

resigned and was 

replaced by Dot Lynch.

� May 15, 1999—Tori 

Montjoy was baptized.

� May 16, 1999—Will 

Dickens and Zack 

McCleery were 

baptized.

� May 24, 1999—

Catherine Bloom joined 

Providence.

This month in the history 

of Providence

This month in the history 

of Providence

� May 27, 2000—Boy 

Scout Troop 292 held a 

service project on the 

church grounds.

� May 5, 2001—The Youth 

Ministry Team 

sponsored a Spring 

Festival.

� May 27, 2001—The fol-

lowing people joined 

Providence: Susan 

Fowler, Amy Garner, 

Kristina Koch, Lynn 

and Angela Perry.

� May 4, 2002—The Youth 

Ministry Team 

sponsored the second 

Spring Festival.

� May 12, 2002—Charter 

member Jean Heard 

died.

� May 19, 2002—The 

following people joined 

Providence: Lizzy 

Benefield, Amy 

Fletcher, Justin Purvis, 

Brittny Roberts, Ian 

Williams.

� May 23-24, 2003—The 

youth went on a canoe 

camping trip at Escat-

awpa Hollow.

� May 2003—Peter Bloom 

joined Providence.

� May 2003—The new 

pictorial directories 

arrived and were 

distributed to members.

� May 20, 2004—The fol-

lowing people joined 

Providence: Bethany 

Andrews, Emily Clever, 

Brian Gadomski, Tyler 

McCleery.

(See “History” on page 17)
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February 14 

Session Meeting

Contributed by Nedra 

Bloom, Acting Clerk

� Received a bid for redo-

ing the flat roof over the 

narthex, kitchen, and 

classrooms from Bruce 

McCrory and Shawn 

Littles of Kiker Corp.

� Approved a motion to 

approve the minutes of 

the January 10 meeting.

� Approved a motion to 

approve the minutes of 

the January 17 congre-

gational meeting.

� Were reminded that 

Pastor Mark would be 

away from April 11 

(after service) to April 

18, as previously 

approved.

� Were informed that 

Mary and Margaret 

Henderson had visited 

Faith By Works, a pro-

gram of “Bethlahem 

Baptist Church” in 

Grand Bay to serve 

meals and distribute 

supplies to those in 

need. 

� Agreed to team up with 

Faith By Works since it’s 

closer to Providence 

than programs in down-

town Mobile and to des-

ignate produce from the 

church garden project to 

this program. As a cour-

tesy, Pastor Mark will 

check in First Presbyte-

rian Church in Grand 

Bay to let them know of 

our plans and invite 

them to join in.

� Were given the book 

Missional Renaissance 

and asked to read it for the 

Session Retreat in May.

� Decided to take commun-

ion to homebound mem-

bers on the third Sunday 

of the month, following 

worship, and were urged 

to let the Worship Elders 

know of members and 

friends who need visits.

� Were informed that the 

Nursery Worker Team is 

still talking with prospec-

tive caregivers.

� Approved a motion to 

approve the audio/visual 

and music director job 

descriptions. 

� Reviewed the church 

calendar. 

� Approved a motion to 

approve the January 

Treasurer’s Report.

� Were informed that the 

Clerk of Session is work-

ing on methods for main-

taining church records.

� Discussed retroactive pay-

ment to January 1, 2010, of 

the audio/visual position.

� Were given a list of spring 

fellowship events.

� Were informed that Pastor 

Mark attended the Acts 

16:5 Initiative meeting.

� Were informed by the 

Evangelism Elder that the 

newly formed Outreach 

Team will meet on the 

third Thursday of each 

month.

� Discussed and turned 

down a request by Unison, 

a company that manages 

cell phone towers, to take 

over management of our 

tower. 

Session activities

� Were informed by the 

Discipleship elder that 

Sunday school has been 

revamped slightly—

youth will have Bible 

study led by Nedra 

Bloom on alternate Sun-

days through the spring. 

On the remaining Sun-

days, ninth-graders 

will meet for confirma-

tion class with Ken 

Gadomski, and the rest 

of the group will do ser-

vice projects or other 

activities. When elemen-

tary school children are 

present, two youth will 

be excused from their 

own class to lead the ele-

mentary class. 

� Were informed by the 

Discipleship elder that 

there will be no official 

Sunday School classes 

during the summer, so 

the fall program can 

start with gusto. (How-

ever, the adults may 

plan their own summer 

class if they’d like.)

� Were informed that we 

have a second bid (and 

perhaps a third) for roof 

repair in addition to the 

one presented at the 

beginning of the 

meeting. 

� Approved the design for 

the new signs for the 

Prayer Path, play-

ground, and garden.

� Received a recommen-

dation for changes in the 

church rolls from the 

Nurture Elder; decided 

to act on that recommen-

dation at a subsequent 

meeting.

� Discussed asking new 

members for additional 

contact information, so 

we don’t lose track of 

them, and the possibility 

of conducting a work-

shop to help members 

create advanced direc-

tives and living wills.

� Discussed possible elder 

representatives to the 

February 27-28 Presby-

tery meeting.

March 14 Session 

Meeting

Contributed by Gene 

Crossley, Clerk of Session

� Received an announce-

ment of the Installation 

of the Rev. Toby E. 

Mueller at Trinity Pres-

byterian Church in 

Huntsville.

� Received the 2009 

Financial Audit from 

Pam Fredelake and the 

Audit Committee. 

� Approved a motion to 

accept the Audit with 

thanks.

� Received a letter of 

appreciation for the con-

gregation’s support of 

the  Christmas Joy 

Offering. 

� Received a letter of 

thanks to Providence 

for hosting the memorial 

service for Bill 

Fortenberry.

� Tabled the minutes of 

the February 14 stated 

meeting. 

� Approved the minutes 

of the called meeting of 

February 28 and the 

emailed result of the 

vote concerning the 

roof. 

(See “Session” on page 17)
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church rolls, as recom-

mended by the Nurture 

Elder. 

� Were informed by the 

Youth elder that plan-

ning is underway for the 

summer youth mission 

trip to Austin. 

� Were informed by the 

Worship elders that the 

Easter Sunrise Service 

will be moved to the 

front lawn this year for 

safety and other reasons. 

� Were informed that the 

Worship elders have 

secured volunteers to be 

present in the sanctuary 

on Good Friday 12:00 

noon–6:00 pm. 

� Discussed suggestions 

for assigning the 

responsibility to lock the 

doors  and making the 

building secure after 

Sunday services. 

� Were informed that the 

Evangelism/Acts 16:5 

Initiative team has gen-

erated a long list of pos-

sible activities. 

� Approved a recommen-

dation from the Admin-

istration Team to hire 

Chris Duncan as Music 

Director effective March 

15, to set his salary, and 

that a liaison committee 

made up of Steve Cren-

shaw, Laura Fletcher, 

and Leslie Westerberg 

work to mentor Chris 

during the 90-day 

review period. 

� Tabled discussion of 

making office space and 

equipment available for 

Chris.

� Were informed that the 

annual Session Retreat is 

tentatively scheduled 

for May 14–15.

� Discussed possible strat-

egies for filling the pul-

pit for four Sundays in 

June through July 4. 

� Were informed that the 

Nominating Committee 

has a goal of completing 

its slate of elder nomi-

nees by the end of 

March, so that elder 

training can be complete 

before the retreat. 

� Were informed that 

small groups are 

forming.

� Were informed that a 

reporter from the Press 

Register has contacted 

Pastor Mark about an 

article on the Garden. 

� Reviewed the church 

calendar. 

� Received the Treasurer’s 

report, dated February 

28.

� Were informed that 

Steve Crenshaw has 

developed a contract to 

be executed between 

Highmark and Provi-

dence and that materials 

for the roof are being 

purchased. 

� Approved a motion to 

make changes to the 

� May 23, 2004—Caroline 

Ramsey was baptized

� May 23, 2004—Providence 

first learned about IHN at 

a special luncheon.

� May 30, 2004—Emily 

Clever was baptized. 

� May 14, 2005—The fol-

lowing people joined 

Providence: Bryan Creek-

more, Stephen Fitz-

patrick, Jessi Gadomski.

� May 22, 2005—Sabrina 

and Sabre deJong were 

baptized.

� May 2005—The women of 

Providence were selling the 

cookbook they compiled.

� May 28, 2006—Bev and 

Roy Schneider were pre-

sented with a pair of crepe 

myrtles on their last Sun-

day at Providence. 

(“Session,” from page 16) (“History,” from page 15 � May 2007—The church 

office’s hours were 

changed to 8:30 am–

1:30 pm, Monday–

Thursday.

� May 12, 2007—John 

Curtis Andrews joined 

Providence.

� May 4, 2008—Ryan 

Mouner, Myra 

Roebuck, and Katrina 

Westerberg joined 

Providence.

� May 24, 2008—John 

Curtis Andrews’ Eagle 

Scout Court of Honor 

was held at Providence

� May 2, 2009—Melodi 

Hacker and Brian Kane 

joined Providence.

� May 30, 2009—Donnie 

and Melodie Garner 

held a church picnic at 

their house.

Ashley Marie Fredelake married Terry Keith Daniels in a 

small ceremony in Kingsland, GA, on Saturday, March 27. 

The couple took a short honeymoon trip to Ferdinado Beach, 

FL. They will reside in Kingsland, GA.

Congratulations, Ashley

(L-R): Kevin Fredelake, Pam Fredelake, Kelsey Fredelake, Ashley 

Fredelake Daniels, Terry Daniels, Jerry.

www.providence-pc.org
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Worship service volunteers schedule

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

May 2, 2010 Linda Payne Intinction Bill Berry

Patti Hacker Buck Bolton

Betty Montjoy Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

May 9, 2010 Jerry Williams Gene Crossley

Tom Fletcher

Aggie Roebuck

Jerry Williams

May 16, 2010 Don Bloom Stephanie Renn Debbie Purvis

Aggie Roebuck Don Purvis

Joan Rommes Marlene Taylor

Sharon Smith Les Taylor

May 23, 2010 Pam Fredelake Betty Blakeman

Al Drinovsky

Michelle Nall

TBA

May 30, 2010 John Curtis 

Andrews

Service of Wholeness Larry Montjoy

Linda Payne Sharon Smith

TBA

TBA

(“Library,” from page 6)

divided into two parts. The 

first is called “Discernment 

as an Approach to Youth 

ministries” and the second 

“Practicing Discernment in 

your Setting.” Discernment 

is the ability to make Christ-

like decisions. The book is 

about inviting young people 

to be Christian disciples.

White states that seminaries 

give little emphasis to pro-

grams for young people, 

which causes a lack of 

defense against the lures of 

our culture. Ideas are pre-

sented to involve young 

people in making better 

decisions.

Reading this book would be 

profitable for anyone inter-

ested in work with young 

people though parts are sim-

ilar to a sociology textbook.

Got a good book 

to share with the 

congregation? 

Submit a review for 

the newsletter to 

kengadomski@

comcast.net and/or 

donate a copy of 

the book to the 
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May 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00 am

Men’s Group

5:30 pm

Chili Cookoff

7:00 pm

the well

Ashley Garner 

Weitzel

2
9:30 am

Worship—

Communion

11:00 am

Sunday School

5:30–7:00 pm

Ignition

3
6:30 pm

Worship Team

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

4
TBD

Homeless 

outreach at Faith 

by Works

6:00 pm

Pastor’s Study at 

Panera

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts 

Laura Fletcher

5
5:30–7:30 pm

Mobility

7:00 pm

Choir

Larry Simmons

6
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

7
6:00 pm

Youth prepare 

for yard sale

Church office 

closed

Gabby 

Creekmore

8
8:00 am-12:00 

noon

Youth fundraiser 

yard sale and 

carwash

Savannah Kriner

Matthew Renn

9
9:30 am

Worship—Youth 

Sunday

11:00 am

Sunday School

Mother’s Day

10
6:00 pm

VBS meeting

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

Steve Crenshaw

11
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

12
7:00 pm

Choir

13
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

14
May 14-15

Session Retreat 

at Jubilee Point

Church office 

closed

15
9:00 am

Men’s Group

16
9:30 am

Worship—

Communion

11:00 am

Sunday School

5:30–7:00 pm

Ignition

Patrick 

Benefield

17
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

18
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

19
7:00 pm

Choir

20
6:00 pm

Outreach Team

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

21
Church office 

closed

Larry Montjoy

22
TBA

Youth fundraiser 

carwash

3:00 pm

Church picnic at 

the Garners

23
9:30 am

Worship

11:00 am

Sunday School

5:30–7:00 pm

Ignition

Pentecost—

Providence’s 

20th Anniversary

24
6:00 pm

Discipleship 

Team

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

Chuck Cross

Patti Hacker

25
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

26
7:00 pm

Choir

27
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

28
Church office 

closed

James Hacker

Debbie Simmons

29
9:00 am

Men’s Group

30
9:30 am

Worship—

Wholeness

11:00 am

Sunday School

Joan Rommes

31
TBD

Homeless 

outreach at 

15 Place

Memorial Day

Church office 

closed

1
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

2
7:00 pm

Choir

3
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

4
Church office 

closed

5
TBA

Youth fund-

raiser carwash

5:30 pm

the well

Kelsey 

Fredelake

Marion Noce

Stephanie Renn

“Teach me to do your will, for you are my 

God. May your gracious Spirit lead me on 

level ground.” —Psalm 143:10
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